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and to protect against increasing drug prices 
for veterans. 

I cannot support H.R. 4 for one important 
reason: it will limit access to prescription drugs 
for senior citizens. The Washington Post 
shares these concerns, ‘‘A switch to govern-
ment purchasing of Medicare drugs would 
choke off this experiment before it had a 
chance to play out, and it would usher in its 
own problems.’’ 

The Democrats want you to believe that this 
legislation will not limit the number of drugs 
available on a Medicare Prescription Drug 
Plan’s formulary. They point to programs like 
the Veterans Administration and Medicaid to 
assure the public that access to drugs won’t 
be limited. But the truth is that both the VA 
and Medicaid programs restrict patients’ 
choice of drugs. Veterans have access to less 
than one-third of the prescription drugs avail-
able under Medicare Part D plans. State Med-
icaid programs also routinely limit the number 
and types of drugs that patients can receive. 

In addition, and of particular concern to my 
constituents, the VA distributes 70 percent of 
its medications by mail. Seniors deserve the 
right to speak to their local pharmacist about 
their prescriptions, and not having that oppor-
tunity is a potential health risk. In contrast, the 
current Part D plan uses mail for less than 2 
percent of its medications. We should not alter 
this important program. 

As Leslie Norwalk, the Acting Administrator 
for CMS said, ‘‘The bottom line from the news 
today is that beneficiaries are paying less in 
premiums and taxpayers are seeing billions of 
dollars in lower costs, without the need for 
government to interfere and reduce access or 
convenience for beneficiaries.’’ As in many 
areas, the best thing the government can do 
is to step back and allow the current trend to 
work. Government interference would risk the 
value of this important benefit to our seniors. 
I encourage my colleagues to join me in 
standing up for low cost and full access to 
prescription drugs for senior citizens and vote 
against H.R. 4. 

f 

STEM CELL RESEARCH 
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2007 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of H.R. 3, the Stem Cell Research Ad-
vancement Act of 2007. 

In California, we have devoted State funds, 
nearly $300 million a year, to pursuing re-
search on embryonic stem cells, and it has 
helped make California a destination for re-
searchers on the cutting edge of bio-
technology. But the promise of stem cell thera-
pies will not benefit just the people of Cali-
fornia, but all Americans, and indeed the en-
tire world. Shutting the National Institute of 
Health out of this research is misguided, and 
turns our back on the many millions who may 
benefit from the cures it may provide. 

More than five years after the Administration 
instituted restrictions on Federal funding of 
embryonic stem cell research, the promise of 
this potential line of treatment is greater than 
ever. 

There are those who suggest that research 
on adult stem cells is equally promising and 
has produced new therapies—and I welcome 
further research in that area. But we, as legis-
lators, should not prejudge which avenues are 
most promising. We should leave the science 
to the scientists. 

Embryonic stem cells have the potential to 
transform the way we treat diseases that afflict 
millions of Americans. There is not a person in 
America who doesn’t know someone who suf-
fers from diabetes or Alzheimer’s or cancer or 
heart disease, and embryonic stem cell re-
search hold tremendous promise for the treat-
ment of each of those, along with many other 
potential therapies. 

Medical and biological ethics are a serious 
issue and we can have differences of opinion, 
but I believe that a commitment to lifesaving 
medical research that holds the potential to 
cure diseases like diabetes and Alzheimer’s is 
consistent with a commitment to the sanctity 
of human life. 

Last year, I voted to override the President’s 
veto of this important legislation. I hope the 
President will reconsider his opposition, and it 
will not be necessary to vote on an override 
again. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DON 
SCHIRMER 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 19, 2007 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Don Schirmer and his 
many years of service to the community of 
Maple Heights as a high school varsity football 
referee. Don’s five decades of tireless dedica-
tion to the game of football is a testament to 
his heartfelt love of sports and the Maple 
Heights community. 

Don began his tenure as a referee in 1954 
in Maple Heights, where his knowledge of 
sports translated into a position as a varsity 
official. Over the years, the students playing 
the game changed, but their referee, Don 
Schirmer, remained a staple of the community. 
Through all the victories, losses, and dramatic 
twists of the sport, one man has stood behind 
it all. 

More than just a referee, Don served as a 
pillar of his community by volunteering, often 
cooking for the homeless. It is this spirit of giv-
ing, sharing, and brotherly love that Don 
Schirmer has contributed to the community of 
Maple Heights. A modest man of many ac-
complishments, Don can count being an um-
pire in Major League Baseball, a veteran of 
the U.S. Navy, and the Captain of the Maple 
Heights Fire Department all as notches in his 
all-American belt of experience. 

Even at the ripe age of 79, Don’s energy, 
passion, and love of life are at an all-time 
high. An avid hunter, Don is giving up his 
striped referee uniform for an orange vest. 
Though nearly an octogenarian, his zesty 
vigor keeps him active in the outdoors. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honoring Don Schirmer as a true Amer-
ican sportsman. His undying presence on the 
field has been a joy, honor, and privilege to 
the students of Maple Heights for over 50 
years. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE STUDENT 
FINANCIAL READINESS ACT OF 
2007 

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 19, 2007 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Madam Speaker, 
today I am introducing a very important piece 
of legislation that will provide additional relief 
for families as they plan for the financial cost 
of their children’s education. 

The cost of college tuition continues to rise 
in the United States. In fact, over the past 5 
years, the cost of obtaining a college edu-
cation has increased by 35 percent. The high-
er cost of college should not prevent individ-
uals from receiving an advanced education. 

That is why I am introducing the Student Fi-
nancial Readiness Act of 2007, which will in-
crease the annual tax-free contribution a fam-
ily or an individual may contribute to a stu-
dent’s elementary, secondary, or college ex-
penses. 

Coverdell Education Savings Accounts allow 
families to make an annual tax-free contribu-
tion of $2,000 to assist each of their children 
with their education. The money can be spent 
on both K–12 education and college. By allow-
ing families to make tax-free contributions to 
education savings accounts, we promote own-
ership of education. Families that save for 
their children’s education are empowering their 
children. However, the current $2,000 annual 
limit needs to be adjusted with the increasing 
tuition rates. The Student Financial Readiness 
Act of 2007 would permit a contribution level 
of $5,000 annually and index the contribution 
amount by the cost-of-living adjustment. 

We must give families the option to provide 
the very best education possible for their chil-
dren. Our Nation’s future depends on edu-
cating our children and they must be given 
every chance to receive the highest education. 
Our children deserve a competitive advantage 
in our Nation’s job market. 

Madam Speaker, I respectfully request the 
support of my colleagues for this important 
piece of legislation that will ensure the future 
success of our Nation’s children. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MR. CALVIN C. 
GOODE ON HIS 80TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. ED PASTOR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 19, 2007 

Mr. PASTOR. Madam Speaker, I rise before 
you today to proudly bring to your attention 
the 80th birthday of a fellow Arizonan who is 
one of the most respected leaders in my home 
State and city—Mr. Calvin C. Goode. Calvin 
Goode is celebrating his 80th birthday this 
month and, therefore, it is the perfect time to 
pay tribute to this well-revered public servant 
who is best known for dedicating 22 years of 
his life as a Phoenix City Councilman. He has 
been equally dedicated to the promotion of 
education and the advancement of civil rights 
and continues to stand up to injustice, even in 
his retirement. 

Goode’s family came to Arizona to work in 
the agricultural fields when he was an infant, 
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and he remembers picking cotton as a boy. 
Calvin graduated from eighth grade in Gila 
Bend and then moved to Prescott to attend 
high school. When he was a junior, he was di-
agnosed with a heart condition and was ex-
pected to live only a year. He moved to Phoe-
nix for his health, where he enrolled in Carver 
High School, the only high school in Arizona 
built exclusively for African American students. 
Upon graduating from Carver High in 1945, he 
attended Phoenix College for two years, and 
went on to Arizona State University where he 
earned a business degree in 1949. He later 
earned a Master’s degree in education at 
ASU. 

Goode recalls his earlier years as a time 
when African Americans were not allowed to 
eat in many restaurants, housing was re-
stricted to certain areas, and jobs were limited. 
Under these conditions, Goode returned to 
Carver High as the school accountant. When 
Phoenix schools were integrated in 1954, 
Carver High was closed, but Goode continued 
working in the Phoenix Union High School 
District for a total of 30 years. During those 
years, he also ran a tax accounting busi-
ness—Calvin Goode and Associates—which 
began with people coming to his home and re-
ceiving help over the kitchen table. He kept 
prices low to help those who needed it. 

In 1960, Calvin married Georgie, a school 
teacher. Together they raised three sons, 
Vernon, Jerald and Randolph—a family which 
has now grown to include six grandchildren. 
During these years, he served on the local 
school board and chaired the Phoenix LEAP 
Commission to improve education and job 
training opportunities. In 1971, Goode was 
persuaded to run for a seat on the Phoenix 
City Council. With strong community support, 
the soft-spoken Goode was elected and came 
to serve a total of 11 terms—a record 22 
years. As a councilman, Goode became the 
‘‘Conscience of the Council,’’ using his voice 
to raise questions and push for support to ne-
glected parts of the community. In honor of 
those efforts, the Phoenix Municipal Building 
bears his name. 

Although retired, Goode continues to serve 
his community. He is president of the Phoenix 
Elementary School Board and worked on the 
transition committee for Governor Janet 
Napolitano. He is active with his local neigh-
borhood improvement association and the 
Booker T. Washington Child Development 
Center. Goode is also helping bring back his 
high school alma mater as the George Wash-
ington Carver Museum and Cultural Center, 
which will showcase the achievements of Afri-
can Americans in Phoenix and Arizona. 

These represent only a handful of the 
achievements that have earned him the Phoe-
nix Urban League’s Most Distinguished Citizen 
Award and the Black Heritage Celebration 
Griot Award, which is given to people who 
perpetuate the African storytelling tradition. 
Further recognition has resulted in the Calvin 
C. Goode Lifetime Achievement Award which 
is given annually at the Phoenix Martin Luther 
King Jr. Breakfast to recognize individuals who 
have made Phoenix a better place to live. 

Madam Speaker, there is no doubt Calvin 
C. Goode is an exemplary leader and a pro-
foundly committed individual who is a true role 
model for the Nation. He has effected change 
that has improved the lives and broken down 
barriers for many Arizonans. Therefore, I am 
pleased to pay tribute to my friend Calvin C. 

Goode, and I know my colleagues will join me 
in wishing him continued success. 

f 

HONORING HOUSTON HIGH SCHOOL 

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 19, 2007 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, it is a 
privilege for me today to take a moment and 
honor the group of dedicated students and 
faculty of the Houston High School Marching 
Band and their remarkable 2006 marching 
season accomplishments. 

With a history of academic and competitive 
success, the Houston High School Band has 
contributed a sturdy foundation for the stu-
dents involved with this distinguished family. 
Director Jim Smith continues this program of 
good works through instilling lessons of citi-
zenship, character, and team-building as the 
current director of the Houston High School 
Band. 

The Houston High School Marching Band’s 
show, ‘‘An American in Paris,’’ earned cham-
pionships in the Dixie Marching Band Cham-
pionship, Vanderbilt Marching Invitational, 
Briarcrest Marching Invitational, and JCM 
Marching Invitational. These triumphs have 
certainly earned Houston High School the well 
deserved title of Champion Marching Band of 
the Mid South. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Jim Smith and the Hous-
ton High School Marching Band of German-
town for their dedication of success during the 
2006 marching season. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO JANE BOLIN—THE 
FIRST BLACK WOMAN JUDGE 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 19, 2007 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the life and legacy of Jane 
Bolin, the first African-American judge in the 
United States, who left this world at the age of 
98 years and to enter into the RECORD an arti-
cle in the New York Times by Douglas Martin 
entitled ‘‘Jane Bolin, the Country’s First Black 
Woman to Become a Judge, Is Dead at 98.’’ 

Jane Bolin was born in Poughkeepsie, NY, 
daughter of the late Gaius C. Bolin and the 
late Matilda Emery. Her father was the first 
black graduate of Williams College, had his 
own legal practice and was president of the 
Dutchess County Bar Association. She grew 
up enamored of her father’s shelves of leath-
er-bound books on the law and went on to be 
the first Black woman to attend Yale Law 
School, after graduating with honors from 
Wellesley College. 

Bolin was appointed to Domestic Relations 
Court—now the Family Court—of New York in 
1939 by Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia, where she 
served with distinction for 40 years. As judge, 
two major changes she accomplished, along 
with Judges Justine Wise Polier and Hubert 
Delaney, were the assignment of probation of-
ficers to cases without regard for race or reli-
gion and a requirement that private child care 

agencies that received public funds had to ac-
cept children without regard to ethnic back-
ground. 

Bolin served on the board of the Wiltwyck 
School for Boys, the Child Welfare League of 
America, the Neighborhood Children’s Center, 
the New York State Board of Regents, and 
took an active role in the local and national 
NAACP. Judge Bolin has received honorary 
degrees from Morgan State University, West-
ern College for Women, Tuskegee Institute, 
Hampton University, and Williams College. 

Even though Jane Bolin passed away on 
January 8, 2006, her contributions to the prac-
tice of law brought revolutionary changes to 
New York’s legal bureaucracy and her legacy 
will live through all those families she touched 
throughout her years on the New York family 
court bench. 

[From The New York Times] 
JANE BOLIN, THE COUNTRY’S FIRST BLACK 

WOMAN TO BECOME A JUDGE, IS DEAD AT 98 
(By Douglas Martin) 

Jane Bolin, whose appointment as a family 
court judge by Mayor Fiorello H. La Guardia 
in 1939 made her the first black woman in 
the United States to become a judge, died on 
Monday in Queens. She was 98 and lived in 
Long Island City, Queens. 

Her death was announced by her son, 
Yorke B. Mizelle. 

Judge Bolin was the first black woman to 
graduate from Yale Law School, the first to 
join the New York City Bar Association, and 
the first to work in the office of the New 
York City corporation counsel, the city’s 
legal department. 

In January 1979, when Judge Bolin had re-
luctantly retired after 40 years as a judge, 
Constance Baker Motley, a black woman and 
a federal judge, called her a role model. 

In her speech, Judge Motley said, ‘‘When I 
thereafter met you, I then knew how a lady 
judge should comport herself.’’. 

The ‘‘lady judge’’ was frequently in the 
news at the time of her appointment with ac-
counts of her regal bearing, fashionable hats 
and pearls. But her achievements tran-
scended being a shining example. As a family 
court judge, she ended the assignment of pro-
bation officers on the basis of race and the 
placement of children in child care agencies 
on the basis of ethnic background. 

Jane Matilda Bolin was born on April 11, 
1908, in Poughkeepsie, NY. Her father, Gaius 
C. Bolin, was the son of an American Indian 
woman and an African-American man. Her 
mother, the former Matilda Emery, was a 
white Englishwoman. 

Mr. Bolin, who was the first black grad-
uate of Williams College, had his own legal 
practice and was president of the Dutchess 
County Bar Association. His daughter grew 
up enamored of his shelves of leather-bound 
books on the law. But her comfortable girl-
hood was profoundly shaken by articles and 
pictures of lynchings in Crisis magazine, the 
official publication of the N.A.A.C.P. 

‘‘It is easy to imagine how a young, pro-
tected child who sees portrayals of brutality 
is forever scarred and becomes determined to 
contribute in her own small way to social 
justice,’’ she wrote in a letter at the time of 
her retirement in December 1978. 

She attended Wellesley College, where she 
was one of two black freshmen. They were 
assigned to the same room in a family’s 
apartment off campus, the first instance of 
many episodes of discrimination she said she 
encountered there. 

At her graduation in 1928, she was named a 
Wellesley Scholar, a distinction given to the 
top 20 students of the class. 

When she broached the subject of a law ca-
reer to a Wellesley guidance counselor, she 
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